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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings
1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings,
and pray as you prepare.
2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities.
3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.
4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.
5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.

Example
Conference Talk:
For more information on this topic read “Teachings of Jesus,” by Dallin H.
Oaks, Ensign, Nov 2011, 90.
Thought:
I ask my fellow Latter-day Saints and other Christians what you really believe
about Jesus Christ and what you are doing because of that belief.
(Dallin H. Oaks, “Teachings of Jesus,” Ensign, Nov 2011, 90.)

Song:
“The Things I Do,” Children’s Songbook, p. 170.
Scripture:
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16)

Lesson and Story:
Invite a youth to stand and read aloud 1 Timothy 4:12. Ask:
• What do you think Paul meant when he said,“Let no man despise thy
youth”?
• Have you had an experience where you were ignored because of your age?
• How does Paul suggest we can be examples of believers? (Verse 12.)
Share the following story from President N. Eldon Tanner: “The example we
set before the world will determine, in large measure, whether we gain friends or
enemies. It is most important that each of us live according to the standards of the
Church, adhering to the precepts of the gospel and keeping the commandments of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which have been so well defined for us.
“It is always impressive to read the stirring stories of what can be
accomplished through the power of good example. I recently read a story which
I would like to repeat. A nonmember relates that about ten years ago he was
assistant manager of a discount store where they hired high school students to
work the night shift. He stated:
“‘I don’t remember how I hired the first Mormon girl, who was about 16
or 17, and I don’t even remember her name. But I’ll never forget her example.
She was unusually honest, dependable and clean-cut, yet those words can’t fully
describe her the way I’d like. Compared to the other kids, she really stood out.’
“Soon he hired one of her friends and found that she, too, was an exemplary
employee. Both were friendly and helpful in their attitudes toward the other
employees and the customers.
“‘Pretty soon I tried to hire any more of their Mormon friends that I could

find. Individually and collectively, they were the best kids I ever had work for me,’ he said. ‘Never was
there a single occasion when any of them let me down or proved to be untrustworthy. They were the
finest employees and fellow workers that anyone could want.’
“One night he wanted a pizza for dinner but was unable to leave the store, so one of the Mormon
girls went to get it for him. When she returned he found she had been in a minor accident. He offered
to pay for the damages to her car because she was on his errand, but she refused, saying it was her
responsibility. He said: ‘I didn’t think many young people that age would have that kind of character
and I’ve never forgotten it.’
“This man recently met some LDS missionaries through his son, has had some of the discussions,
and has attended some meetings. ‘I have found that the things I admired in those girls ten years ago
hold true among the Mormon adults I have met,’ he said. ‘I like their emphasis on the family and they
seem to me like the happiest group of people I have ever met.’ (Church News, 9 May 1981, p. 7.)
“How wonderful . . . if all of us could make that kind of impression on those with whom we come
in contact!” (Ensign, Dec. 1981, 2.)
Invite family members to share times when they have been influenced for good or when they have
influenced another person for good.
After reading 1 Timothy 4:12, invite family members to think how they would respond to the
following questions raised by Sister Elaine S. Dalton :
“Now the call to each of you is the same as the call the Apostle Paul made to his young friend
Timothy: Be thou an example of the believers (1 Tim. 4:12). Will you do that? Will you show the
world and the Lord that you believe by the way you dress, by the way you speak, by the way you
respect your body, by the very purity of your lives?” (Ensign, May 2004, 112.)
Let your family know the value of being an example of a believer. Testify of those in your life who
have influenced you for good.
(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families: The New Testament, [Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book, 2006], p. 261.)

Activity:
Everyone puts his hands straight in the air and on the count of 3 sees who can put them down the
fastest. The leader counts, “one, two,” then brings his hands down really fast without saying three. You
will find that others will do the same.
Example speaks louder than words. People are converted by what they see, not by what they hear
alone.
(Alma Heaton, The LDS Game Book, [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968], p. 54.)

Refreshment
Fresh Strawberry Pie

4 cups diced ripe s trawberries
2 cups granulated sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon lemon z est

2 tablespoons freshly squeezed lemon juice
1 baked 9-inch pie s hell
2 cups halved ripe s trawberries
1/2 cup fresh blueberries
Whipped cream, for garnishing

Place diced strawberries in a g allon-sized zipper-top bag; seal well and knead bag to crush berries.
Pour crushed berries into a large saucepan and combine with sugar and salt. Remove 1 cup of this
mixture and blend with cornstarch in a small bowl; pour back into saucepan. Cook and stir strawberry
mixture over medium-high heat until it comes to a boil. Reduce heat to medium and continue to stir
and scrape the bottom of the pan until thick and clear. Stir in lemon zest. Place in a chilled, medium-
sized bowl and cool in refrigerator, about 1 hour. Stir in lemon juice. Place halved strawberries and
G cup of the blueberries in bottom of baked pie shell. Spoon chilled glaze over berries. Garnish with
whipped cream and remaining blueberries. Makes 6 to 8 servings.
(Lion House Bakery, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2009] p. 50.)
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